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At a glance 

Context: product data platform 
Technology: MySQL, XML 
product feeds, scheduled import 
script 

The problem 

A recurring script crawled 
brands' product features from 
XML feeds, processed them and 
loaded them into the database. 
Then it kept running without any 
errors but stopped loading new 
products. Experienced developers 
checked the code and the logs 
and could not find the cause. 

What I did 

I spotted a pattern in the table's 
primary key values: the ID 
column had reached MySQL's 
INT maximum of 2,147,483,647 
(about 2.1 billion), so no new 
rows could be inserted. 

I created a new table with a 
BIGINT primary key, copied the 
data across and swapped it in 
for the original. 

The result 

Imports resumed straight away, 
the project stayed on schedule 
and clients kept getting 
up-to-date product data. 
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